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PRESIDENT NIXON, like 
most public figures whose 
political roots are in Califor- 
nia, is accustomed to court- 
ing Democratic voters. As 
he reminded an appreciative 
audience of his top appoint- 
ees and aides at a White 
House breakfast Monday, 
Mr. Nixon’s first venture 
into national politics oc- 
curred in 1948 when he won 
both the Democratic and Re- 
publican nominations for 
Congress under California’s 
since-discarded crossfiling 
law. 


That fall, when he was 
very much in the national 
spotlight because of his role 
in the investigation of Alger 
Hiss, Mr. Nixon campaigned 
in 36 states. He speedily 
earned a reputation as a 
partisan, a reputation that 
became attached to him 
throughout the next two 
decades and that contrib- 
uted to his defeat when he 
returned to California and 
sought the governorship in 
1962. 

At the White House 
breakfast Mr. Nixon ticked 
off the nine previous cam- 
paigns in which he has been 
involved and said that he 
wanted his present and last 
campaign, which he called 
“Campaign Ten,” to be the 
best in quality that he had 
ever conducted. 


THERE IS something dif- 
ferent in this tenth cam- 
paign, however, and it is a 
curious difference for a man 
whose name has often 
seemed synonymous with 
partisanship. This time the 
word “Republican” is vir- 
tually taboo at the offices of 
the White House political 
arm— the Committee for the 
Re-Election of the President 
— and the word is rarely 
used at the White House ei- 
ther. The largest share of 
"he money and the time 
spent by the re-election com- 
mittee has been invested in 
programs aimed at tradi- 
tional Democrats, particu- 
larly the “peripheral urban 
ethnic” voters in a dozen 
key states. 

The committee’s polls 
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regular Republican organi- 
zation into the background 
and minimized party efforts 
designed to benefit GOP 
candidates across the board. 

It was with this in mind 
that the President on Mon- 
day night played host at a 
White House reception 
w ere he spent several min- 
utes with each state party 
chairman in an effort to re- 
pair some of the communi- 
cations that had been shat- 
tered by the heavy-handed 

what° aCh ° f his own ^ some- 

committe rn e ateUr> re - eIeCtion 
Beyond doubt, the Presi- 
dent succeeded in making 
the chairmen feel appre 
ciated. Republican pohtl 
cians need their egos'mas- 

and m M mUCh as an yone. 

Dol1i,Vd r ' NlX ° n unders tands 
pohticians and their prob- 

!■ / hree of those who at- 

that d< th t p° rece Ption said 
that the President showed a 
keen understanding of the 
political situations in their 
respective states. 


show that these middle-in- 
come, working class ethnic 
voters, first the subject of 
extensive attention from 
Kevin Phillips in “The 
Emerging Republican Ma- 
jority,” favor Mr. Nixon 
over Democratic nominee 
George McGovern. From the 
start of the campaign, the 
committee’s attention has 
been focused on such voters 
and on like-minded Demo- 


udna-noiding, however is 
capable of resolving the fun- 
damental difference be- 
tween a bipartisan-oriented 
campaign aimed at re-elect- 
ing Mr. Nixon and a parti- 
san campaign intended to 
produce a Republican ma- 
jority. There is no reason to 
believe that candidates for 
other offices will automati- 
cally be carried into office 
on the President’s coattails 
or that a fundamental politi- 
cal realignment necessarily 
will occur in the wake of a 
Nixon landslide. 

The signs In 1972, however 
favorable for Mr. Nixon, do 
not appear especially auspi- 
cious for the Republican 
Party. The party’s registra- 
tion, as a percentage of all 
voters, has remained stead- 
ily on the decline and little 
more than one-fourth of all 
Americans now identify 
themselves as Republicans. 
The Democratic Party has 
gained in registration, even 
with all its problems and 
the number of voters who 
classify themselves as “inde- 
pendents” has increased 
most of all. 

In short, while Mr. Nixon ' 
has been building a personal f 
consensus, there is as yet no I 
evidence that he is building f 
a Republican majority. 



